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AUXILIARY COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


A number of gentlemen met in Wincnestenr, (Virginia, Septem- 
ber 20, 1817, for the purpose of forming themselves into a Society 
for Colonizing the free people of colour, auxiliary to the mother 
Society in Washington, when the Rev. Wm. Hill* was called to 
the chair, and the Rev. Wm. Meade appointed Secretary. ‘The 
following articles of association were then adopted—viz. 

Ant. 1.—This Society shall be called “* l'ne Auxitiary So- 
ciety oF Frepexicx County, Vireoinia, For CoLonizinG TAFE 
FREE PEOPLE OF COLOUR OF THE Unirep States.” 

Arr. 2.—Its object shall be to co-operate with the Parent So- 
ciety at the seat of government, and with the general government 
itself, in settling a colony in Africa, or elsewhere, for the recep- 
tion of free people of colour who may be induced to migrate ty 
such place. , 

Art. 3.—Every person who shall annually contribute two dol- 
lars shall be a member of this Society, and the payment of forty 
dollars at one time shall constitute a member for life. 

Art. 4.—The officers of this Society shall be a President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and six other managers ; a majority of 
whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Art. 5.—The officers shall be elected at the annual meetings of 
the Society. 

Arr. 6.—It shall be the duty of the President to call meetings 
ef the Society and of the managers, to preside at the same, and any 
three of the officers or managers may require him to have a meeting. 

Axt. 7.—In the absence of the President the Secretary may 
fulfil his duties. 

Art. 8.—The Secretary shall take minutes of the proceedings, 
prepare and publish notices, and attend to such other business as 
the President and Board shall direct. 

Akt. 9.—The Treasurer shall receive and keep all monies be- 
stowed on the Society, and appropriate them as directed, and shall 
annually, or as often as required, exhibit an account of them to 
the Board. 

Arr. 10.—The Annual Meeting of the Society shall be on the 
Ist saturday of November in every year. 

Aut. 11.—The articles of this Association shall be subject to 
such alterations or amendments, as any future meeting of the So- 
ciety may judge necessary 

On motion—Resolved, 1st —That this meeting forbear to choose 
its ollicers and managers before the first Saturday of November 





* Pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Winchester. 
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next, when it is expected the number of members will be much 
increased. 

Resolved, 2d--That the President and Secretary chosen at this 
meeting, shall continue in office and manage the business of the 
Society, till the officers shall be chosen in November next. 

Resolved, 3d—That the follawing address be made by the So- 
ciety to the public on the subject. 

(CIRCULAR.) 

An attempt was made some weeks ago to obtain a meeting of 
the citizens of Winchester and its vicinity, to take the important 
subject of colonizing the free people of colour into consideration ; 
but it was defeated by an unusual fall of rain, which took place at 
the time proposed, 

A few individuals, however, who felt interested in the success 
of this important enterprise, commenced a subscription, with the 
view of ascertaining what was the disposition of our fellow-citizens 
towards it, and how tar they would exert themselves, and contri- 
bute funds, to promote its benevolent object. ‘hus far we are 
greatly encouraged to proceed, having with little solicitation ob- 
tained near five thousand dollars, with the prospect of considerable 
additions. Supposing that a concise view of the arguments in its 
favour, and a plain statement of our plans and hopes, might aid 
the good cause in which we have embarked, the present meeting 
have determined very briefly to address the public upon this sub- 


ject. 


It would be utterly impossible to do tolerable justice to the sub- 
ject in the narrow limits which we shal] be compelled to prescribe 
to ourselves ; for a volame would scarcely suffice to enumerate all 
the reasons in favour of it, all the advantages which promise to at- 
tend it, and at the same time, to clear the subject of all those 
errors, prejudices, and misrepresentations, which education, long 
habits of thinking, interest, ignorance, or infidelity have thrown 
around it. Having in our hearts the love of mercy and justice, and 
the fear of God, who hath made of one blood all the nations who 
dwell upon the face of the earth, and wishing well to the interest 
of that Saviour who laid down his life a ransom for all, to be testi- 
fied in due time, we must acknowledge that the proposition before 
the public is most desirable, and well worthy of a trial. 

_ The proposition is simply this: To endeavour to obtain a terri- 
tory on the coast of Africa, where a Colony may be settled of such 
people of colour as are now, or who may hereafter be liberated, 
and who, with their own consent, shall migrate to the place pro- 
eured. If such an object can be accomplished, we cherish a 
pleasing hope that a great blessing will be conferred on mankind 
generally, but especially on the two continents most concerned, 
Africa and America, But a consideration, which should weigh 
with peculiar force with us in this part of the world, is, that, by 
this expedient, our Southern and Western States might, in time, 
be released from one of the most dreadful evils which was ever 
entailed upon any portion of the world. We cannot, in this 
scheme, be charged with a wild enthusiasm, or a desire of revolu- 
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tion, without having noble sharers in the charge. The general 
government, and many of the State Legislatures where this evil 
exists, 2nd an host of wise heads and good hearts, at one and the 
same time, have been impressed with the duty, importance, and 
practicability, of such a measure. All these seem to have caught 
the inspiration of that good spirit which is now going through the 
world, and is disposing all hearts to charity and beneficence. Our 
own state, which has ever been alive to this.subject, has now be- 
come still more zealous ; and has commissioned the general govern- 
ment to take such steps as shall be deemed adviseable for effecting 
this important measure. 

A Society, to act in conjunction with the government, has been 
formed at Washington, and enrols amongst its members and officers 
some of the most prominent characters in the Southern and Western 
States. ‘This Society recommends the formation of auxiliary so- 
cieties throughout the country in aid of its designs. Funds are 
wanting, and now called for, to commence the work ; and it is 
hoped that the call will not be heard in vain. 

We shall now, with all possible brevity, state some of the ad- 
vantages of the plan proposed, show its practicability, and answer 
some of the objections which have been made to it. 

Surely it would be a needless waste of time and words, to at- 
tempt to prove the advantage of removing from among ourselves, 
situated as we are, a species of population as distinct from our- 
selves as their situation is unfavourable to our interest, and to their 
own virtue and happiness. A class of our inhabitants called free- 
men—but without many of the dearest rights of freemen; who 
have the mere name without the reality ; whom their former mas- 
ters wished and endeavoured to make happy, but to whom we 
dare not allow many of the means of respectability and happiness ; 
and who are consequently kept in a degraded and despised state 
and condition. ‘Their state is truly a pitiable one ; and most de- 
voutly is it to be wished, that they could be transplanted into a 
soil more congenial to their own happiness, and more favourable 
to their improvement in the arts and sciences, and all the comforts 
and blessings of life. Of this description of persons there are some 
hundred thousands in our country ; and we believe there would 
have been some hundred thousands more, were it not that the 
wretched condition of those already amongst us, often more vicious 
and deplorable than slaves themselves, prevented their benevolent 
owners from yielding to the impulse of their scruples and wishes, 
and granting them liberty. 

The great and good Washington, notwithstanding this objection, 
bequeathed freedom to all of his slaves ; and many others followed 
the example: but the wretched, indolent, and plundering charac- 
ter, which they have since borne, has quite sickened the country 
of this plan. Our State Legislature, though not denying to its 
citizens the right of obeying conscience, has yet trammelled the 
right with so many restrictions and prohibitions, as to send them 
like so many Cains, wandering through the earth in quest of a 
home and finding none. If detected within their own state more 
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than a year after manumission, they are ordered to be seized and 
sold to a second servitude. Is there no part of the world where 
we could find them a home in which they might be happier and 
better than among us? Are there no instances upon historical re- 
cord, of persons unhappily situated in their native country, who 
have in large bodies transported themselves to a distant but more 
propitious spot ? Were not the Israelites, from a state of the most 
abject slavery, conducted out of the land of Egypt, and out of the 
house of bondage, into a land of promise? Was not Carthage, 
which afterwards became one of the most splendid and magnificent 
empires in the world, the rival of the Roman empire in all its power 
and glory, at first settled, and in Africa too, by fugitives from Ty- 
rian oppression? Was not ancient Rome itself founded by the 
wandering outcasts from ‘l roy, and afterwards strengthened by 
convicts and adventurers from many other countries? But let us 
coime nearer home—was not this the case with a large proportion of 
the first settlers in these United States of America, particularly the 
first settlers of New-England, who, finding themselves despised and 
persecuted in their native land, sought an asylum on a strange and 
uncultivated cvast, and are new one of the most laborious, prosper- 
ous, and respectable portions. of the werld ? Does not the history 
of Colonies turnish us with every encouragement one could desire ? 
Would it not be well to try and tempt them to a place where they 
may become more happy and respectable than they ever can in 
their present situation? How pleasing and full of comfort is the 
thought, that the evil we seek to remove from among us, instead 
of increasing for the future, and spreading itself over'the vast and 
yet fertile countries of the west, blasting, as it ever yet has done, 
whatever soil it touches, as though the curse of heaven attended it, 
shall be gradually lessening by the voluntary acts of individuals ; 
and at the same time, that so much vice, poverty «nd oppression, 
was departing from one quarter of the globe, the blessings of re- 
ligion and civilization should be spreading themselves over another 
quarter of the earth, which for centuries has been the scene of the 
most inhuman persecution and oppression? What a noble spec- 
tacle will it be, to see Europe, and America, the two guilty por- 
tions of the earth, wearied with warring against each other, and, 
wishing to atone for former injuries done to Africa, uniting ina 
generous act of retribution, in sending back the children’s children 
of that injured land, with all the blessings of religion, agriculture, 
the arts and sciences ; and promising to aid them for the future, 
whenever it shall be needful ? Surely the good and pious must 
approve and assist this blessed work! Surely the God of heaven 
must abundantly bless it !—But is not this all fancy? Mere rhap- 
sody ?—Is it plausible ?—Is it at all practicable ?— Will they go ?— 
Is the country a fit habitation for civilized beings ?—Such are the 

questions which are continually asked. ‘lo which we an wer 
with strong confidence—Yes! Yes!—at any rate we have ufh- 
cient encouragement to make the trial_—-Why not go? What wil 

‘etaim them here if a good country is provided for them eise- 
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where ?- Are they so little used to be torn from their birth places 
and carried to a distance, that they cannot forsake their native 
jand, barren as it may be of joy to them? The Laplander loves 
his native rocks, his frozen lakes and his mountains of snow. The 
Tartar rejoices in his lowly hut—his clothes of skin and exults in 
his uncultivated plains. But these have something which sweetens 
all the rest, something pure and unshackled, whieh the objects for 
whom we plead have not. Will not the love of equal rights, which 
here they have not, the desire of property,—-the love of self go- 
vernment——of education and national greatness, be some allure- 
ments towards another country? The various disabilities under 
which they labour, the contempt ever poured upon them, their 
exclusion from any share in civil government, will surely make 
them desire to leave a country where they are thus treated, as 
soon as we can so far gain their confidence as to make them be- 
lieve there is another, and a better, provided for them, where 
they will escape the operation of so many evils. Let the experi- 
ment be fatrly made, and should they refuse it, then doubt whe- 
ther they are human creatures, or belong to the same race with 
ourselves. 

Our laws do not even recognize their capacity of speaking the 
truth ;—their oath cannot be received in a court of justice, except 
indeed when they become informers against each other. : They 
dare not look a white man full in the face. They- cannot asso- 
ciate with the whites in any of the relations or intercourses of life. 
Their colour and features, so different from ours, and the great 
prejudices arising therefrom, utterly forbid that the relations of 
matrimony, of government, of social intercourse, should be entered 
into with them. These and a thousand other circumstances, must 
make them willing to exchange this for a country free from such 
ebjections Difficulties, especially at first, must doubtless be en- 
countered.—These will arise from their great distrust of the whites, 
with whom this scheme originated—the difficulty of fully gaining 
their contidence—their intermarriages with slaves—the novelty of 
the undertaking—the dangers of the ocean, and the hardships and 
exposures of a new settlement: but all these difficulties have been 
surmounted again and again. We go upon the supposition that 
they are human beings, and will act as such. Were we never to 
attempt any thing that is attended with difficulties, we should 
never be just, or generous,—rich, or great ; we should never be 
Christians. We must first gain their confidence in our good in- 
tentions, and that we are acting in good faith toward them. Some 
ef them must first go over to see the place Believing, as we do, 
that this will be to them a Jand of promise, we trust that there 
may yet be found some Calebs and Joshuas among those spies 
that may. be sent who shall bring them back a good report, and 
show them, in addition to clusters of grapes, their plantains, their 
dates, their yams, their ivory and their gold. 

But, though we should expect to meet with difficulties, we are 
of opinion, that there perhaps never was a colony yet settled which 
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was attended with so many favourable circumstances as this. 
Pure benevolence and Christian charity are at the foundation of it. 
All the prayers of the righteous must be in its favour. Heaven. 
will bless it. All the governments of Europe must respect and 
encourage it. They are pledged to do so, by consistency with 
those treaties which they have formed with one another, and with 
America. Other colonies have bad to protect themselves, and 
have met with great hardships, and been exposed to great dangers. 
We have however great encouragement from a colony similar to 
the one proposed. The work has in fact already been begun for 
us, and now prospers and invites us on. Sierra Leone was the 
first fatal spot where the slave trade began, and here it is that the 
Europeans have begun the Christian work of restitution. It was. 
«commenced immediately after the close of the revolutionary war. 
The slaves who joined the British, from the southern States, and 
were carried to Nova Scotia, petitioned to be sent to some other 
place, where the climate would be more congenial to their consti- 
tutions and habits, and where they might enjoy more equal rights— 
They were therefore sent to Sierra Leone, in Africa, and formed 
into a colony with a number of whites, to protect, instruct, and 
govern them for a time. Their organization at first was badly 
managed. The colony fell into difficulties, and was at length 
broken up by a French fleet. Nothing discouraged by these 
things, a benevolent society in England undertook its patronage ; 
reorganized it with complete success, and it is now in a flourishing 
state, abounding with schools and churches, has a free government, 
and excellent laws securing to them the trial by jury, with all 
other privileges of a free and happy people. And by the last 
report of ‘the Sierra Leone society, in England, this remarkable 
fact is stated, ** That the profits of trade to England. with that 
colony already surpass the whole profits arising from all other 
parts of the African coast. 

he bordering native tribes often visit them, and carry back 
into the interior pleasing accounts of their happimess and prosperi- 
ty. This intercourse is increasing, and a society is now formed 
in the coluny for educating and sending missionaries among the 
natives. 

About two years ago Paul Cuffee, a free man of colour of great 
respectability, enterprise, talents, piety and wealth, having col- 
lected a number of free people of colour in the different towns of 
our country, carried them free of expense to the colony, where 
they were kindly received and generously treated ; being present- 
ed each with a lot in the town, and fifty acres of land in the vi- 
cinity about two miles distant. They write home in high spirits, 
and represent the country as abounding in rice and other produc- 
tions ; and a variety of fruits are to be had all the year round. 

And why may we not form other colonies on the same coast ? 
Africa is not cursed with barrenness all over. Africa has her de- 
serts and her sands ; and so has Europe, Asia and America. But 
Airica has also ber noble rivers, whose very sources have not yet 
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been explored. Africa has her lofty mountains and fertile plains. 
if any of her rivers are deserted and her plains uncultivated, the 
history of the slave trade can tell us why. The country itself has 
been as much vilified as its inhabitants have been oppressed and 
injured. ‘The time was, when truth on this subject must not be 
spoken. No representation must be given of Africa, other than 
ef a wilderness to raise a species of beings inferior to the human, 
who were marked by heaven to be slaves and bondmen to the 
other parts of the world. This time has passed, and with it, all its 
infidelities and misrepresentations, ‘Truth now speaks out ina 
loftier tone. Later travellers have given a very different view of 
the soil and the climate, as well as of the manners and dispositions 
of many of the tribes. The Europeans, in truth, made them much 
worse than they previously were, and then abused them for it, 
and exaggerated their vices. ‘I'he country is in many places very 
pleasant and fertile ; agriculture is not every where neglected, 
but in some places carried toa considerable degree of pertection. 
‘hey are also paying some attention to the arts; and only need 
friendly encouragement to excel in all these things. They have 
the same feelings and affections with other nations. They have 
exhibited, in an eminent degree, some of the noblest qualities of 
the human heart. They have given evidences of epistolary, po- 
etical, mechanical, mathematical and military genius, in those 
countries to which they have been carried, and where any oppor- 
tunities of improvement have been allowed them : all which things 
give them a claim to be ranked in the same class of created beings 
with the men of other countries, and prove them to have the same 
origin with ourselves. Who will venture to affirm with an infidel 
Philosopher of France, ‘* That they will be twenty thousand years 
hence what they were twenty thousand years ago,—an inferior 
link in creation, and without a man of genius among them?” Let 
it be remembered what those parts of Europe were less than two 
thousand years ago, which have since produced a Shakespeare, 
a Newton, a Fenelon, a Gesner, a Racine, and others. The time 
was, when their rustic Bards did not perhaps excel the plaintive 
and hospitable song of the African woman over poor Mungo Park. 
The time was, when their savage dispositions could not, perbaps, 
be softened down to the compassion which was shown to this heroic 
but unfortunate man by some of the tribes of interior Africa. It 
is not for us to predict what sublime Poets, what wise Philoso- 
phers, what powerful Orators, what venerable Divines may yet 
adorn and bless that quarter of the globe. Africa has not been 
always altogether ignoble. Carthage was once famous, when 
Hannibal led her armies to the gates of Rome ; and glorious, when 
Cyprian, the noblest of the ancient Fathers, led her saints and 
martyrs to the gates of heaven. Egypt also, now indolent, effemi- 
hate, and servile, was once the granary of Europe, and the seat of 
learning and the arts. It is thought more learning was consumed 
in the Alexandrian Library, than the world has ever been in pos- 
session of since. Let us not doom Africa to barbarism, and hea- 
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thenism. Heaven may have decreed otherwise. The earth, we 
fondly hope, and firmly believe, is to be covered with the know- 
ledge of the Lord. The heathen are to be given to Christ for his 
inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for his possession. 
Africa is no where excepted from these general promises. The 
religion of Christ suits all climes, and colours, and descriptions of 
men. The Father made all men, the Saviour died for all men: 
none are so bad or so ignorant as to be incapable of understanding 
religion and being reformed by it. It is a plain highway, that the 
way-faring men, though fools, need not err therein. And none 
are so wise or good but they may become wiser and better by it. 

Whatever ridicule or argument may have been used against their 
capacity or genius, whatever doubts may have been entertained 
as to the identity of their species with our own, this at least must 
be conceded,—that they possess one trait of character, which dis- 
tinguishes man from all other animals on earth, and that is, a ca- 
pacity fer religion. Of many a poor unlettered African might it 
be said, as was said of the great, the learned, the accomplished 
Paul after his conversion, Behold! he prayeth! And shall we 
not attempt to communicate this gift of God to gentle Africa ?— 
What plan is so likely to succeed as that of sending back her own 
sons with the word of God in their hands ? These they will hear, 
and receive’ These they will know to be their brethren. A 
colony of this kind will be a proper place, for a time at least, for 
such missionaries as are designed for the natives, to stop at; and 
from thence they will issue with all the neccessary means of in- 
struction to penetrate into the interior. 

But it is asked, If there is such an asylum already prepared for 
them at Sierra Leone, what need of providing any other? And 
if they will not go to that place, what reason have we to conclude, 
that they would migrate to any other, should itbe provided? To 
which it is answered, That we have not inevery part of our coun- 
try a Paul Cuffee who has seen the piace, and who could inspire 
them with confidence in the statements which he should give. 
There is not one in ten thousand, who have even heard of either 
Paul Cuffee or Sierra Leone. Besides, how are they to be furnish- 
ed with the means, or a channel of conveyance, were they ever 
so anxious to go? Paul Cuffee transported a small number, whose 
consent he was happy enough to obtain, at his own expense ; but 
it does not follow, that he either could, or would, transport some 
hundreds of thousands, should they wish to go. 

But Sierra Leone is quite a small territory, and could not con- 
tain one thousandth part of what might be sent from the United 
States, without a considerable accession of territory. But who. is 
to purchase this territory, if it were attainable ? Will the British 
government, or the friendiy society in England which has been 
their patrons and protectors, make this enlargement of territory on 
our behalf ?—Would we not, ought we not, to be ashamed to ask 
it, or even to submit to it were it offered. 

Besides, that colony belongs to another government : should 
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there be either duty—honour—or profit attached to such a settle- 
ment, ought we not to be willing to make them our own ? 

But one principal object proposed by our pian is an act of right- 
eous retribution to that injured continent on our part. Not only 
that we might free ourselves from an evil, but confer a benefit upon 
Africa—upon the world. ‘The more, therefore, that such settle- 
ments are scattered, the better is their prospect of flourishing and 
benefiting the rest of Africa, There are at present, besides the 
colony at S. Leone, upwards of twenty missionary establishiwnents, 
extending over the southern parts of that continent, as far north 
from the Cape of Good Hope as eight hundred miles in the interior, 
containing twenty five European missionaries, and about fifteen 
natives, who serve as missionaries. The London Missionary So- 
ciety, by these exertions, are totally changing the face of things 
in South Africa—And shall we, whose duty and interest plead so 
powerlully, be contented to do nothing? The coast of Sherbro, 
some distance south of Sierra Leone, it is said, has been pointed 
out by Paul Cuffee, who was well acquainted with the African 
coast, as a very suitable and desirable situation for such a settle- 
ment. ‘This same coast has also been recommended by the be- 
nevolent hearted Clarkson, of England, whose description of it 
perfectly coincides with Paul Cuffees. This coast is said to be 
free from any European claims whatever—and to be in the pos- 
session of different petty tribes, and peaceable,—from whom, it is 
thought, it might be purchased at a fair and reasonable price. A 
messenger appointed by the mother society in Washington, is now 
ready to accompany our minister to London, and from thence to 
visit Africa to explore its coast, and to report the result of his dis- 
coveries on his return. 

It is pleasing and comforting to know, that Providence has, 
within the last two years, been preparing suitable persons for this 
object. Within that period, a school upon a large scale, and un- 
der liberal patronage, has been established in New-Jersey, for the 
purpose of educating young men of colour, and of hopeful piety, 
for missionaries ; and a respectable number are now receiving a 
regular classical education for that purpose.—Besides this, there 
are other schools in Philadelphia, of a respectable character, 
among people of this description—and throughout the states of 
New-York, New-Jersey, and in many parts of Pennsylvania, in 
Baltimore, and in some parts of Virginia, great attention is paid 
to the religious education of blacks generally, from the young 
child to the hoary head with spectacles. ‘hus is God preparing 
the hearts of his people, and stimulating their exertions for what- 
ever he wishes to accomplish. Before we conclude, we beg leave 
to mention one other circumstance, which should excite the chari- 
ties of the benevolent in behalf of thisscheme. The slave trade, 
that foul disgrace of Europe and America, though forbidden by all 
their governments, is still carried on by wretches who evade the 
Jaws, and still encourage the most cruel and unnatural wars in 
Africa, by which captives may be seized, sold and transported. 





68 Address of the Colonization Soo’y of Fred. Co. (Va.) 


Can any thing be more likely to crush this monster of iniquity than 
the formation of colonies on the coast, supported and protected by 
government, and assisted by all the vigilance and Christian exer- 
tions which shall be made to promote peace and amity among the 
natives? Can any thing more noble be proposed to man than 
plans by which he may assist his suffering fellow man to peace— 
piety—civilization, and all the improvements of humanity ?—Pro- 
vidence is now developing some of its mysterious ways to man. 
Why (it bas been often asked) why for so long a time have some 
nations been permitted to tyrannize over others in the most cruel 
manner, and yet to prosper? Why the horrors of the slave trade, 
carried on too under the very eye of heaven, and not signally re- 
venged? Why were Europeans permitted to prosper in all their 
usurpations over Eastern nations and the aborigines of America ? 
The answer is now given, God was all this while making the wrath 
_of man to praise him, by furthering his great designs of mercy to- 
ward those countries. Asia, Africa and America are now receiv- 
ing, or have received, the Gospel by means of the wickedness of 
the wicked, as well as by the righteousness of the righteous. Let 
us now, through righteousness and benevolence, attempt to do 
something good to Africa and her children. Fifty millions of im- 
mortal beings inhabit that vast continent. Thirty millions are of 
the true negro race. Three millions of this description are in the 
two Americas. One million and a half in our own country If 
we cannot do all that our hearts might wish, let us at least attempt 
what we are able. If we cannot place them all in a better condi- 
tion, let not that prevent our beginning it with a few, and though 
our beginning may be small, our latter end may greatly increase. 
Rome was not built inaday. The religion of Christ was at first 
but as a grain of mustard seed. These things should encourage us 
to begin. Let us afford an opportunity to such as in future may 
be disposed to make the condition of those belonging to them bet- 
ter, and not worse, by manumission. Let us begin a system which 
shall gradually bless them and their children to the latest posterity. 
As our fathers laboured hard, and remonstrated long, and vehe- 
mently, to prevent the introduction of this calamity amongst us, 
let us endeavour to lessen it to our children, lest, in the bitterness 
of their hearts, when feeling its accumulated oppression, they should 


heap curses upon us, instead of blessings. Difficulties, we say- 


again, we expect to meet : but was ever any thing great or good 
effected without difficulty ? We cannot forbear repeating again, 
that this appears to be the most practicable, fortunate, benevolent, 
and providential plan, that could possibly be devised. If any feel 
themselves unable to help us by their alms, let them deposit their 
warm and effectual prayers in Heaven, which a merciful God who 
accepts the heart may make very serviceable to our undertaking. 
At any rate, we hope none will venture to oppose, “ lest haply 
they be found to fight against God.” 
By order of the meeting, 
WM. HILL, President pro tem. WM MEADE, Sec’ry pro tem. 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Speeches at the 13th Anniversary, (continued from page 40.) 
The Bisnor of Norwicu, Vice-President, moved thanks to the 

Secretaries. His lordship spoke nearly as follows :— 
‘*‘ My lord and gentlemen, 

‘¢ In addressing you probably for the last time, considering the 
advanced age of life at which I have arrived, permit me, before I 
proceed to make the motion in my hand, to express the heart-felt 
satisfaction which | experience in meeting so many excellent men 
of all religious persuasions, who, laying aside every minor consi- 
deration, have the wisdom to perceive, and the piety to feel, that 
union of heart is far more important than uniformity of sentiment 
towards promoting the pious object of this glorious Institution, To 
the Dissenters from the Established Church | am happy to have 
this opportunity of declaring the great obligations we are all un- 
der for their unabated exertions in this labour of love: and per- 
mit me to say, that we are no less indebted to the members of the 
Established Church for their assistance, undeterred by the silly 
or malevolent aspersions of indifference to the establishment. 

‘‘ The best refutation of such false and groundless charges is to 
contemplate the meliorated state of those towns and villages at 
home where Bible Societies have been formed: and the report 
which you have this day heard read by our incomparable Presi- 
dent, will prove that your exertions have not been thrown away in 
other countries. In every part of the world we find that many 
who were merely nominal Christians have now become true be- 
Jievers ; and many have been turned by your means from idols to 
the living God. If such a statement does not animate us to per- 
severance, nothing I can say will. I shall therefore proceed to 
make the motion | have in my hand ;—a motion which will meet 
the concurrence of every man who hears me ;—of every man who 
knows how to estimate the great services of our excellent Secre- 
taries, and particularly of him whose absence we this day deplore ; 
an individual of whose transcendent merits no eloquence short of 
his own can convey an idea. | shall, therefore, not attempt it, 
but read to you the motion which | have in my hand :—‘ That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to the Secretaries for their zealous 
and persevering exertions in the service of this Society ; and that 
this meeting deeply sympathizes with the Rev. John. Owen, one 
of the Secretaries, under the severe and long continued indisposi- 
tion with which it has pleased God to afflict him, and unites in fer- 
vent wishes for his speedy and perfect recovery.’ ” 


The Rev. Eowarp Burn, Minister of St. Mary's Episcopal 

Chapel, Birmingham. 
** My Lord, 

‘** 1 rise with feelings of pleasure to second the motion of the 
Right Rev. and venerable Prelate. The very able manner in 
which he has discharged the duty we owe to your Sec:etaries has, 
i confess. relieved my mind from a responsibility to which I feel 
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myself wholly inadequate—I mean. my Lord, the duty of embo- 
dying, not my judgment and feelings alone, but those of. your 
Lordship, of your Committee, of this.most respectable assembly, 
of the various auxiliaries throughout the nation, and, I may say, 
of the iriends of this Society throughout the world; of conveying, 
my Lord, in some adequate degree, the sense we entertain of the 
able, the persevering, and disinterested services of the distin- 
guished men embraced by the motion of the Right Rev. Prelate. 
It is not, my Lord, from report only that I have been enabled to 
estimate their worth—it has been my privilege, on various occa- 
sions, personally to witness the ability with which they have re- 
presented your Society, and the happy and successful manner in 
which they have diffused through several of your Auxiliaries the 
spirit that animates this glorious Institution. And 1 do conceive 
it is as much to their sound discretion, their meekness of wisdom, 
and conciliatory deportment, as it is to their superior Christian 
eloquence, that we owe, under Providence, its astonishing success 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

**I] have been honoured with their acquaintance,and I hope 
they will permit me thus publicly to say, with their friendship ; 
and I shall ever place it amongst the highest distinctions of my 
life, that my name has, in any subordinate and humble degree, 
been associated with those of the Secretaries of the British and 
Foreign }ible Society. 

‘* 1 cannot trust my feelings in adverting further to the case of 
one of these excellent men, except it be to express, in common 
with every individual present, the sense | entertain of his servi- 
ces, and the loss we sustain by bis absence on this occasion ; and 
when | advert to the cause of that absence, [ own my mind is op- 
pressed by something of a melancholy anticipation, that services 
so important may be drawing to a close! But it is my consolation, 
and | am sure it is that of your Lordship, of your Committee, and 
of the Society in general, that, whatever may be the issue, that 
distinguished man has lived long—lived, in conjunction with his 
excellent colleagues, for purposes the most important to man, and 
that will attach to his and their names imperishable honour. 

‘** [In looking, my Lord, at the Secretaries of this Society, I have 
been accustomed to indulge the conjecture, and even to recreate 
my mind with a sort of belief, that among their number was to be 
found the man who first suggested the idea which was matured by 
himself and coadjutors into the mighty plan of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society! If I have been right in my conjecture,—and 
the history before the public has tended to confirm it,—I hope I 
may without presumption, er even a too adventurous application 
ot Sacred Scripture, say, that the high distinction conferred on the 
Father of the Faithful has, in a subordinate sense, been revived in 
the case of that honoured man. God has made him a father ot 
many nations, by suggesting to his mind a plan for giving to the 
world a record of Him in whom all the nations of the earth shall 
he blessed. 

‘“My Lord, | may be permitted in few words to advert to the 
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details of the Report we have this day heard, and to congratulate 
your Lordship and the meeting on the glorious success of this So- 
ciety. Under God, [ attribute this success to the admirable sim- 
plicity of the principle adopted, and so wisely and uniformly ad- 
hered to by this Socrety—a principle so well adapted to invite co- 
operation, to exclude the materials of discord, and to hold together, 
and perpetuate, in one undivided effort, the labours of the whole 
Christian community. This principle, my Lord, is the true secret 
by which your Society has acquired its unprecedented influence ; and 
it is,in my humble judgment, the best and only guarantee that hu- 
man wisdom could have devised for perpetuating its labours and 
insuring its universal success. | 

‘* So fully, my Lord, am I convinced that it is to the single, 
specific, and exclusive object proposed by your Society, that its 
extraordinary and honourable popularity is to be ascribed, and 
that the excellency of this principle has taken such strong posses- 
sion of the public mind, that if I might entertain for a moment the 
supposition that it were possible for your Lordship and your most 
respectable Committee to meditate a change, or to introduce note or 
comment, or any thing extraneous to this grand principle of your 
Institution, I may be permitted to say in your Lordship’s presence 
that the attempt would be as vain as have been the efforts to check 
the glorious progress of the Society itself. 

‘* There isone thing your Society has achieved that has not been 
mentioned ; and as it is among the peculiarities of excellence that 
attach to the plan, I may be allowed to mention it. 

‘* Your Society, my Lord, has realized what no scheme of com- 
prehension, no legislative enactment, hitherto brought forward in 
this country, has been able to accomplish :—it has actually esta- 
blished within the British empire an Act or Untrormity! And it 
is delightful to see the Episcopalian, the Presbyterian, the Inde- 
pendent, and the respectable representatives of other denomina- 
tions, on the bare statement of your plan, without pain or penalty, 
as well as without hesitation, flocking to your standard, and offer- 
ing themselves willingly in aid of your glorious design ! 

** Let, my Lord, this principle but remain, and that which has 
given to your Institution its pre-eminence will prove its final, its 
unalterable security.—And while plans of benevolence hold a place 
in our favoured Country, the British and Foreign Bible Society 
will ever maintain its rank—will be hailed as the fairest and most 
beneficial of all the plans which have distinguished our age, either 
by the blessings they have conferred on ourselves, or by the means 
and the motives they have afforded us for conferring blessings on 
the world. 

** My Lord, it was well said by a reverend gentleman near me, 
whom I am happy to see treading in the steps of his venerable 
father, that the spirit in which the affairs of your Society have been 
conducted has powerfully contributed to its success. 

‘*[ rejoice to observe that the spirit of controversy on points re- 
lating to this Society is every where diminishing ; and I do trust 
the extraordinary document lately issued from Rome, (the only 
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spot m Christian Europe, I would hope, where such a thing could: 


have been conceived,) will not divert this Society from the tran- 
quil course of tts proceedings.—I trust, my Lord, we shall con- 
tinue quietiy, but zealously to prosecute the noble work in which 
we are engayed, leaving that document, as we safely may, to work 
its own confutation.” 

. [Referring to the speech of Dr. Thorpe, and certain topics wich that gen- 
tleman had omitted to touch out of tenderness for his country, a tenderness on 
which he (Mr, Burn) spoke with feeling, for he was an Irishman, he proceed- 
éd as follows ‘| 


** But there were points adverted to in the speech of my reverend: 


friend that will not, I trust, be soon forgotten. —His affecting state- 
ment of the actual wants of so large a portion of that country with 
respect to the word of God, will not fai] to produce its proper in- 
fluence, by exciting Christian sympathy, and calling forth our 
best exertions for the moral and religious improvement of that too 
long neglected portion of the empire. This will! be our truest po- 
licy, and the best mode of cementing and perpetuating a union so 
essential to the best interests of both countries. 

“| really beg pardon, my Lord, for having trespassed so long ; 
but my feelings on this occasion are mucl{ in unison with those of 
the reverend gentleman from America. I have for four years been 
longing for the privilege which till this day has been denied me ; 
and the gratification | now feel impels me to let out my heart in 
thankfulness to God for what | this day witness! Indeed I can 
never sufficiently express my gratitude fur the advantages I have 
derived from my connexion with this Society. Undera variety of 
circumstances, to which in this scene of tria) and difficulty we are 
all in our measure subject, I have never failed to find what a thou- 
sand voices in this assembly might now witness, that to be occu- 
pied in the work of this Society has been a solace to my mind in 
many a trouble, and inspired my heart with joy in the prospect of 
that consummation to which the word of prophecy directs our hope, 
‘ When all the ends of the world shall remember themselves, and 
be turned to the Lord.’ 

‘** May God bless your Lordship, your Committee, this numerous 
‘assembly, and all who throughout the empire and the world are 
associated with you in this work and labour of love. ‘And may the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us—and prosper Thou the 
work of our hands upon us—-the work of our hands establish Tho 
it ae ; 

— oe 


BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS AT KINGSTON, (UL Co. N.Y.) 

We are indebted to an obliging correspondent for the following 
account of the charitable exertions which have been made during 
the past year by the friends of Zion in the small village above 
named, towards advancing the cause of religion and humanity. 
We trust that our readers will be gratified by the perusal of this 
recital, and we should rejoice to see every village in our land 
emulating their zeal as instruments in helping on the good work 
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which the Lord is performing in our day, to promote his own 
blessed kingdom in our apostate world. 


FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY OF KINGSTON, (N. Y.) 

The members hope that by giving a Report of their humble 
efforts to aid in diffusing the light of Revelation over the whole 
human ‘family, it may induce others to engage in the same labour 
of love, who recede from it under the plausible but fallacious ex- 
cuse that they have not means or numbers to form a society, This 
Society was formed in March, 1815, not indeed under the auspi- 
ces of the greatjnor with the expectations of human applause ; they 
were few in number (only nine) and uot the most affluent. Gradu- 
ally they increased to about twenty in number, and only fourteen 
or fifteen of these are regular attendants.—The collections are, 
made weekly at Prayer Meetings held for the purpose, and are 
wholly voluntary. A plate is set on the table, and the members 
put in what they please. Of thase who have nothing to give, nothing 
is required ; and they who give most willingly, share the credit 
with those who have less to spare, who might be discouraged from 
giving any thing at all if the tribute of each were known.. Thus 
by strengthening and encouraging each other, under the smiles, 
and by the grace of the ‘* Prince of the kings of the earth,” they 
have been enabled to contribute to the Bible Society of New-York; 
to which they became auxiliary when first formed, one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars at different times. They afterwards be- 
came Auxiliary to the American Bible Society, to which they have 
contributed, in three donations, ninety-four dollars ; the last thir- 
ty of which were transmitted for the purpose of making their Pas- 
tora member of the National Society for life—Sum total 219 dol- 
lars. ) 

From the New-York Society they received ninety Bibles, which 
they have distributed ; and who can tell how many precious souls 
these Bibles may conduct to the mansions of light, where donors 
and receivers, through grace, may one day rejoice together. The 
Society could have procured more Bibles for distribution; but 
have refrained from so doing, lest they should thereby deprive of 
supplies those destitute regions where preachers and Bibles are 
seldom seen; and many such places there are. This statement 
proves that none can justly plead exemption from this highly pri- 
vileged duty because they are few and small. It is by such in- 
struments as are despised by the. world that the great Head of the 
Church has chosen to effect the purposes of His grace. According 
to that passage in the Sacred Record, ** He hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the things that are wise, and weak 
things of the world to confound the things that are mighty, that no 
flesh may glory in His presence.” He is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and forever; and will as readily and graciously accept the 
mites offered now by the hand of sincerity and love, as in the 
days of His flesh. They therefore affectionately entreat the 


friends of Zion, in every place where the Bible cause is not es- 
poused, immediately to engage in it, 
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The Juventte Femate Biste Socrety in eight months, the 
short space of their existence as a society, contributed to the Bi- 
ble cause the sum of twenty dollars—six dollars to the New-York 
Bible Society ; ten dollars to the American, and four to the Senior 
Female Bible Society of Kingston. 





The Femate Tueotocicat Scuoor Society of Kingston, com- 
posed of about twenty young ladies, have, the first year of their 
formation, contributed in two-donations the sum of forty dollars to 
the Theological Seminary of the Reformed Dutch Church of New 
Brunswick. How delightful to see youth and beauty devoting 
their influence, time, and property to the service of God, and thus 
laying up for themselves treasures where moth doth not corrupt 
nor thieves break through and steal. 





The Femave Sassaru Scuoot of Kingston is also in a flourish- 
ing condition. It consists at present of eighty scholars, all people 
of colour, and chiefly adults. {t is conducted by twenty-one 
teachers. The attention and application on either side bas not in 
the least degree abated with the novelty . The teachers animated 
by success pursue their labours of love with an undeviating course, 
assured that their labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. The 
pupils rising from the grave of ignorance and contumely, now fos- 
tered in the bosom of kindness, feel their hearts expand with 
generous emotions, and realize that they are human beings, and as 
such have precious souls which they are taught to know must exist 
after death, in everlasting bliss or wo. ‘The deep interest with 
which many of them receive religious instruction is frequently 
evidenced by the most solemn attention, anxious inquiries, and 
streaming eyes. One axed woman of colour, shortly after she en- 
tered the schoo], began to inquire the way to Zion, obtained a 
hope after a few months, and applied for admission into the church’ 
She took sick the same week that she was to have been received, 
was baptized on her death bed, and calmly, a few hours after- 
wards, resigned her soul unto Him that gave it, in hope of accept- 
ance in the beloved. Anotherhas since been baptized, and several 
are waiting to be made better acquainted with the way of life 
before they engage in sacramental solemnities.--Must we not ex- 
claim, ‘‘ what hath God wrought,” and say, ‘‘ not unto us, but unto 
thy name, be all the glory. ”’ 

SN Gm 
CENTURIAL JUBILEE. 

At a meeting of the Presbytery of Jersey, at Rockaway, N. J. 
on the 9th instant, a minute was made of which the following is a 
copy : viz 

‘** Resolved, that Friday the 3)st of October be recommended to 
the churches under the care of the Presbytery, to be observed as a 
day of religious thanksytving for the temporal and spiritual mercies 
of the year, and in commemoration of the Third Ceuturial Jubilee 
since the reformation from Popery.” 

Westfield, VN. J.Qct. 13, 1817. Tuomas Picton, stated clerk. 





